Tennessee Valley Authority

this section, any interested person may
become a party of record by following
the directions contained in the hearing
notice.

(c) Hearings concerning approval of
applications are conducted (in accord-
ance with §1304.5) when:

(1) TVA deems a hearing is necessary
or appropriate in determining any
issue presented by the application;

(2) A hearing is required under any
applicable law or regulation;

(3) A hearing is requested by the
USACE pursuant to the TVA/Corps
joint processing Memorandum of Un-
derstanding; or

(4) The TVA Investigator directs that
a hearing be held.

(d) Upon completion of the review of
the application, including any hearing
or hearings, the Vice President shall
issue a decision approving or dis-
approving the application. The basis
for the decision shall be set forth in the
decision.

(e) Promptly following the issuance
of the decision, the Vice President or
the Board, as the case may be, shall
furnish a written copy thereof to the
applicant and to any parties of record.
The Vice President’s decision shall be-
come final unless an appeal is made
pursuant to §1304.6. Any decision by
the Board on a matter referred by the
Vice President shall be a final decision.

§1304.5 Conduct of hearings.

(a) If a hearing is to be held for any
of the reasons described in §1304.4(c),
TVA shall give notice of the hearing to
interested persons. Such notice may be
given by publication in the FEDERAL
REGISTER, publication in a daily news-
paper of general circulation in the area
of the proposed structure, personal
written notice, posting on TVA’s Inter-
net website, or by any other method
reasonably calculated to come to the
attention of interested persons. The
notice shall indicate the place, date,
and time of hearing (to the extent fea-
sible), the particular issues to which
the hearing will pertain, and the man-
ner of becoming a party of record, and
shall provide other pertinent informa-
tion as appropriate. The applicant shall
automatically be a party of record.

(b) Hearings may be conducted by the
Vice President and/or such other per-

§1304.6

son or persons as may be designated by
the Vice President or the Board for
that purpose. Hearings are public and
are conducted in an informal manner.
Parties of record may be represented
by counsel or other persons of their
choosing. Technical rules of evidence
are not observed although reasonable
bounds are maintained as to relevancy,
materiality, and competency. Evidence
may be presented orally or by written
statement and need not be under oath.
Cross-examination by parties of wit-
nesses or others providing statements
or testifying at a hearing shall not be
allowed. After the hearing has been
completed, additional evidence will not
be received unless it presents new and
material matter that in the judgment
of the person or persons conducting the
hearing could not be presented at the
hearing. Where construction of the
project also requires the approval of
another agency of the Federal Govern-
ment by or before whom a hearing is to
be held, the Vice President may ar-
range with such agency to hold a joint
hearing.

§1304.6 Appeals.

(a) Decisions approving or dis-
approving an application may be ap-
pealed as provided in this section. De-
cisions by the Vice President’s des-
ignee shall be reviewed by the Vice
President; decisions by the Vice Presi-
dent shall be reviewed by the Board.

(b) If a designee of the Vice President
disapproves an application or approves
it with terms and conditions deemed
unacceptable by the applicant, the ap-
plicant may, by written request ad-
dressed to the Vice President, Resource
Stewardship, Tennessee Valley Author-
ity, P.O. Box 1589, 17 Ridgeway Road,
Norris, TN 37828-1589, and mailed with-
in thirty (30) days after receipt of the
decision, obtain review of the decision
by the Vice President. If the Vice
President, either initially or as the re-
sult of an appeal, disapproves an appli-
cation or approves it with terms and
conditions deemed unacceptable by the
applicant, the applicant may, by writ-
ten request addressed to the Board of
Directors, Tennessee Valley Authority,
400 W. Summit Hill Drive, Knoxville,
TN 37902, and mailed within thirty (30)
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